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Hello Families! 
 

I hope you had a safe and bountiful Thanksgiving. It 
is hard to believe how quickly we’ve landed in the 
midst of the holiday season. It’s a time of year when 
we can enjoy watching a special movie or finding a 
silly program to binge watch. One of my favorite 
holiday movies is Elf! I'd better add watching it to 
my calendar. 

 
In this issue of our weekly newsletter I take some 
time to explain hybrid learning and share with you 
the work the District continues to do to prepare for 
reopening school safely, once authorized to do so. 

 
 

What is hybrid learning? 

The hybrid learning model includes a mix of 
online and face-to face instruction. A hybrid 
schedule can take many forms and requires 
thoughtful planning. 

 
This schedule offers flexibility and creates 
opportunities to bring small groups of students to 
school safely. The smaller groups allow for 
in-person instruction while following the safety 
protocols required by Sonoma County Public 
Health. 

In the hybrid model, in-person instruction can 
occur every day or on a rotation. Our district is 
researching a schedule that provides in-person 
instruction for small student cohorts, although no 
decision has been made as to schedule. 

 
A small student cohort is defined as 14 students. 
Currently, teachers are permitted to meet with two 
student cohorts of 14 in one day. (Public health 
officials defined a small cohort as 14 students, 
related to the 6-foot social distancing 
requirement.) 

 
We are confident that we will be able to adjust our 
schedules and implement a hybrid schedule more 
easily at the elementary level. Secondary teachers 
work with approximately 150 students daily, so 
planning for the return of secondary students 
requires additional planning, which we are doing. 

 
As the District continues to plan, the safety of 
students and staff is our first priority along with a 
schedule that provides students with optimal 
opportunities for learning. 



 

Welcome our New School Board Trustees 

      Mark Nelson     Michelle Wing 
 

I am a product of our local schools. I grew up in B 
section, and attended Waldo Rohnert Elementary 
School, Rohnert Park Junior High, and graduated 
from Rancho Cotate High School. My wife 
Rebecca and our daughter live in A Section. Our 
daughter attends Rancho Cotate High School. 

 
When I was younger, I struggled through SRJC for 
enough credits to be equivalent to a college 
sophomore. In 1996, I worked as an ESL Assistant 
at Waldo Rohnert Elementary School. I earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Technical 
Management, with a specialty in accounting at 
DeVry University, Westminster, Colorado campus. 

 
I am an ERP Functional Analyst at BWX Ltd . We 
are innovators in the Natural Wellness products 
industry, primarily known for the brand names 
Andalou Naturals, Mineral Fusion, and Sukin. 

Michelle has lived in Rohnert Park for many 
years. She and husband, Brian have one son, 
Andrew, who is enrolled at Lawrence Jones 
Middle School in the Expeditionary Learning 
program. 

 
Michelle is an active member of the community 
having served on PTA Boards, School Site Council, 
and also volunteering in the classroom. Michelle 
enjoys spending time with her family including 
Boy Scout activities, going on camping trips, and 
skiing. 

 
Michelle received a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration, Marketing and her Master’s in 
Business Administration from Sonoma State 
University. 

 
Michelle has worked in the wine industry and is 
currently a Director of Sales and Marketing. 
Michelle brings her experience and passion for our 
school district along with her leadership and 
management background to the board. 

 
 

These trustees will join trustees Leffler Brown, Joe Cimino and Chrissa Gillies to comprise our Board 
of Education. 


